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April at a Glance

9
JCC Cultural Exchange @ Co-op 


(egg hunt)

10 
No School (SCASD Act 80)

23
Board Meeting – 6:30PM

23 -24       Alumni days (no school SCASD K-5)

28
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Theme Weeks

30-3
Dinosaurs

6-10
Signs of Spring

20-24
People Around the World

April Birthdays

2
Aidan  (5)

Looking Ahead
May 3
Maypole Festival at Mrs. Kat’s House

May 12
MANDATORY 
                  Parent’s Meeting 7-9PM
Notes from the Teachers

Spring has sprung, and the weather is in the changeable mode Pennsylvania is famous for. The kids too are feeling the energy of new life bursting forth and so the teacher’s have to work on creating a balance of activities that hold their interest and help them settle in.  We are also called upon to provide good outlets for these bursts of energy with gross motor exercises, construction projects, inspiring classroom areas, and activities that challenge them physically.  Typically, the older children start showing signs of boredom and need special challenges.  Here, Mrs. Lori reigns supreme as the queen of invention.  She is always ready to challenge a young person who is showing signs they are ready for ‘assignments’ that stretch them intellectually. As activity and snack parents be aware that the kids are now at the point where an activity that would have been popular in the Winter, is no longer going to attract participants. Typically, group activities are better than craft projects.  If you were thinking of painting, try bringing a large sheet outside to make a mural, rather than individual paintings. Outside activities are always popular at this time of year.  Create an obstacle course, or set up goal posts and practice kicking balls. Rocket balloons, nature hikes, group games (board games too) appeal to the very social fours and fives we have at this time of the year.

We are initiating a new activity and snack recommendation.  We would like to post activities in the upcoming weekly reminders. Please talk to the teachers about your ideas or ask for an assignment. The teachers both prefer to take on the heretofore Programmer’s role with activity and snack parents.  Feel free to write up activities on the calendar as before, but don’t be surprised if a teacher bounces off some ideas with you.

From the Board:

Here’s how it will work:

#1. The teachers have agreed to approach parents individually at pick up time a week in advance to ask them to sign up the activity or ask if they need any suggestions (this may happen a lot in the beginning, hopefully after a couple of weeks parents will just do it)

#2. By Saturday, the teachers will have a list of the working parents activities for the week (this could include a short introduction of the theme from the teachers maybe, I know non-working parents will appreciate) and send it to Mary for the weekly reminder. In this way all parents will know what's going on at school every week, the teachers will be able to plan the week before they set-up on Sunday and the working parents will have some guidance or help.

#3. A parent who has not talked to the teachers by Friday will be listed as: "parent name: undecided". 

So even if parents plan to take the kids out for a walk, the teachers will know and can set up complementary activities. Example: a parent may say "Nature Walk", if the teaches know that, they will take out some of the camping/hiking/birding equipment we have.

*This list will not replace the link to the calendar that has work very well for parents to check their working days and special events.



The energy of spring has taken hold of the buds in the trees, the bulbs in the ground and the bodies of our young friends. It is typically more of a challenge to hold their attention this time of year, so I am constantly reminded that I can be quite boring and inconsequential. I have been thinking creatively about projects and small group time for the rest of the year and had quite a nice month trying out some new ideas.  March was mouse month. We felted mice over peach pits and added tails and voila- our newest class members were born!  The kids made houses out of clay for them, and we brought them out each day to play with.  We learned a few rhyming verses to recite while they played with us and then they settled in to watch and act in several plays.  Some of the literature used was Frederick, by Leo Leoni; The Lion and the Mouse Fable, Mouse Count & Mouse Mess.  We constructed a clock (several interested students made their own personal ones to take home) and we reviewed analog clocks by singing Hickory, Dickory, Dock. Our rhyming sets were brought out and kids colored and cut out rhyming pictures (hog,log,dog/ hat,cat,bat). We photographed the mouse and the house and wrote a “rhyming” story which are now posted on our bulletin board in the hallway.  The mice will all go home this week, and the homes will be recycled as dinosaur props.
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Thank you for your patience with our 100th day celebration. It had to be sandwiched between birthdays and dinosaur egg hunts, and ended up running past 11:30. It is not one of my objectives to have kids counting to 100, for many of them it is not developmentally appropriate.  The benefit of counting together, being exposed to place value, introducing different coins and celebrating school are the motivations for this aspect of the day. Many responded to the responsibility of paying for items and counting large sums of pennies. Apologies to any Green Team friends who felt slighted, this is ‘big kid stuff’.  

Talking about big kids, thank you to all who came and had a kindergarten readiness conference already. It has been delightful getting together to talk about our mutual admiration society for these wonderful individuals that comprise the Red Team this year. I find it hard to talk about sending most of this class off to Kindergarten already! Fortunately we still have 8 more weeks of fun together.

Mrs. Kat



Invitation for:

Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences, Fireside reading or both:

It’s difficult to believe that many of your children have been part of the Cooperative Playschool Green Team for seven months!  In that time there has been such tremendous emotional, physical, and cognitive growth!   Looking at photographs from September/October you can see the physical changes in the children.  But just like the little seeds and bulbs underground that your GT children have been learning about –– through song, stories, art and digging –– there is so much happening inside that we cannot see.  Yet we recognize the sweet blossoms of growth and maturity that have been steadily taking place.  

Those of you who request a Spring P/T conference may enjoy learning more about specific areas of progress in your children.  This offer is by no means a necessity.  There are some who are quite content to peek in daily/weekly to chat and that’s just fine.

The following recap is meant to provide you with an overview of where we started as the Green Team, how far we have progressed in our independence, communication and friendship skills, and what the remainder of the year holds.

As you read on in preparation for a discussion about your child or just for interest, please remember there are no rigid expectations of what your child will accomplish or master here, especially on the GT.  This is even more important for those who joined the Coop under 3 years of age.  Even the term “readiness for Kindergarten” used in our Red Team P/T conferences is meant as a guideline for those weighing the decision to start formal education in public or private school.  Each child is very different in their “readiness” and each family has different interests, needs and concerns.

Having said that, even within a play-based preschool such as the Cooperative Playschool, there is a deliberate plan or “curriculum.”  Many parents when hearing that term think of academics. And the words learning and teaching are often mistakenly thought to be synonymous with formal instruction. This I believe is greatly a result of the shift in the pendulum once again by policy-makers and advocates of accelerated learning who believe schools must prepare children to excel and compete in a global economy.  (I believe there is a time and place for formal instruction and am greatly concerned about illiteracy rates and math/science failure in our schools but do not subscribe to achievement-oriented preschool programs!)

My aim in creating guidelines or “curriculum” for any given year is to design a plan that offers developmentally appropriate activities and content that focus on the “whole” child.  That is, their physical, emotional and spiritual selves. And to do so in a way that allows for flexibility and change as the characteristics, needs and special considerations of the team become evident (at the outset of the year and as we experience changes in enrollment).  

While the curriculum for GT is intended to be a dynamic process as needs dictate, the principle foundations remain the same.  (Parents are always welcome to visit the Quiet Room to review the monthly content calendar, goals/standards and to see some of the activities we’re engaged in.)
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Keep in mind, in reality, the time spent in small group is very short.  Even when considering snack time, transitions and dressing for outdoor play as opportunities for learning, all in all, it is often less than 30 minutes that your child is engaged in small group activity.

So what about progress?  Where did we begin, where are we now, and where are we going for the remainder of the year?  

At the start of the year, my goal with GT friends –– many who had never been away from the familiar sights, sounds and comforts of home before –– was a time of settling in.  The children needed to find comfort and a sense of security in their new environment.  They needed to find out through experience that there are other adults in the world who can provide a listening ear, a gentle touch, a necessary reminder, a warm hug – and they did, didn’t they??!!  Your children are secure!  They have a beautiful sense of knowing all their needs will be met because that is what you have shown them.  Even those who struggled at first with separation have found a comfortable “home away from home” at the Coop. 

From mid-September to late October (once children became accustomed to drop off and pick up, the schedule of their new day and familiarity with the rules of no biting, no running out the front door, no spitting food), the GT “curriculum” included stories, finger plays, verses, songs and games to help practice transitions, recognize and socialize with GT peers and to begin developing decision-making skills and self-reliance. These concepts were reinforced through our cozy, fun “Friendship Circle.” 
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JOIN THE 

2009-2010 Board

Share your talents: join the board!

[image: image9.wmf] There are positions for every kind of person: busy schedules, flexible schedules, social, shy, messy, neat… just ask and you will find something for you! Please fill out the form in the March Newsletter and return it to the bulletin board at school or contact Maggie Mueller (238-4267) for more information. Here is a list of all positions:




From the Co Chairs

Dear Parents,

We are very sad to communicate that legal situations have made impossible the continuation of our school.

This is a very hard situation that we will be happy to discuss with all of you soon. 

Sincerely,

Angie Keller & Paulina Erices 

P.S. From the Co-Chairs:

April Fools!!!! Don’t worry; our school is not going to close!

Here’s the Real Co Chair Letter:

Hello everybody, 

As the end of the school approaches I start to feel that the year went to fast. I look at the children and they look happy and enjoying new skills, interests and dreams… a whole world of possibilities has opened in just 7 months… and it will keep growing. 

For our board and teachers, this time of the year is time of reflection and closing. We quickly try to finish the last projects we have for this year, evaluate the projects we stared earlier.  We start looking into getting next year’s board ready and trained. 

One of the parts of the program that started in 2008 is snack preparation. A great surprise came in the mail a couple of week ago, letting us know we had been awarded with a $1,200 grant for the “Snack preparation program”. This idea came from the teachers and was strongly supported by the board and the parents. This grant will cover our baking expenses, milk, appliances, the storage arrangements we could need, maybe even a dishwasher! Congratulations all! Last September when we applied we weren’t sure if this was going to work, but we have done it!

For the next two months we will keep working in some grant applications and looking into developing more that area. We have become a very innovative school and we believe that there are many opportunities of development and participation for our school in the community. 

The Power of Play was a wonderful event, not many people attended and that was a little disappointed but it was still really appreciated by the panelist and the Library. What is play? What is, in words of one of the panelists, good play? How boys play different? How play makes children grow and develop? When is the time for child-led play? When is good to have teacher-led play? How those two balance?... check our website in the upcoming weeks…soon, you will see it there!

Finally, we just want to report that our enrollment looks very good already for next year and Vicki and Michelle have been kept busy giving tours to more families. Tell your friends, invite them, and take them to the playground; we want to have a school full of children next year!

Looking forward to the next couple of months, 

Angie and Paulina
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In Other News

Fundraising Through Groceries[image: image2.jpg]cashforcauses
Shop once. Earn twice.
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Remember, you can sign up for Giant and Weis Gift Cards in advance. The sign-up sheet is always on the bulletin board and you can fill in months’ worth of orders in advance. If you are ordering gift cards for April, please sign up by April 25.
RUGRATS RESALE - THE CO-OP NEEDS YOUR JUNK!

Kid clutter taking over?  Consider donating it to the Co-op to sell at the Rugrats Resale, our inaugural community consignment event.  Do a bit more and ask your friends to gather some of their things for you to donate along with your own stuff.

DROP OFF DATES:  April 16 and 17, at 11:30 a.m.

Can't make it? Want an early drop off or pickup?  We 

make it easy for you.  Just contact Deb Huckans (238.2351 or debhuckans@yahoo.com).

TAGGING PARTY:  Saturday, April 18, 5pm - whenever, at the Huckans home.

Food, drink, music and babysitting options provided as well as a fun way to hang out with your Co-op friends while we prepare the items for sale.

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS (see details in our Rugrats pamphlet):

Strollers, carriers, toys, bikes, electronics (CD/DVD/VHS), books, furniture, bedding and other related equipment.  Note only spring/summer seasonal clothing, maternity items and shoes accepted (sizes newborn to size 16, excluding junior sizes).

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES FOR LIMITED TIME SPECIAL PROMOTIONS.

Mention Co-opalooza or the Cooperative Playschool during your purchase and the Co-op profits from the transaction.  Anyone can do this, not just Co-op families, so please tell your friends to support our locals and help the Co-op at the same time.

*NITTANY LINE HOBBIES & TOYS*

(1649 N. Atherton St, next to TJ Max)

Saturday, Feb. 21 – May 31, 2009

10% of all purchases donated to Co-op scholarship fund

*LESTER PENNINO (Master Electrician and Handy-Man)*

Saturday, Feb. 21 – (ask sponsor)

$25 per job donated to Co-op scholarship fund

*CREATIVE OASIS*

Saturday, February 21 – (ask sponsor)10% off any regular class registration; 5% off any kids summer camp.
Co-op Community


Bumper Stickers for YOU!

Have you noticed those cool Cooperative Playschool magnetic bumper stickers around the parking lot? Wish you had one (or two, or three) of your very own? Contact Kate at kate@pickleladyfarm.com, and she'll arrange to get it to you. They are free, but we are gratefully accepting donations to help offset the costs
Register NOW for next year!
Spaces are filling quickly. If you or someone you know 

is planning on attending in the fall, fill out your 

application and put it in the folder on the large bulletin board. There are very limited spaces left for the Green Team. If you have any questions, please contact Vicki at 814-209-0060

A Special Thank You ... 

To Michelle , for her work as register, working ahead for fall registration.

To Paulina Erices and Angie Keller, for taking the great responsibility of running our school.

Upcoming Events

Teacher’s Appreciation Luncheon

Join us on Tuesday, April 28th at 12:30 to honor our amazing teachers.  The lunch will be held at the Penn Stater.  The cost will be approximately $13 per adult and $6.50 per child (children under 3 are free). Check the board for your form invitations. Reservations/Payments will be due the week before the lunch.  If you have any questions contact Elizabeth Hay at (814)571-2422 or elizabeth@windstream.net
Board Meeting

The minutes of the March Board meeting are posted at school in the Board Meeting Minutes folder. Parents are al​ways welcome to attend Board meetings. Please join us for the next meeting, April 23 at 6:30 PM at Co-op.

Alumni Days: April 23 and 24

Alumni days are times for past Co-op children to have a reunion with their favorite pre-school, and for older siblings of new children to visit.  These are days when the State College school district is closed for in-service. Please sign up on the Bulletin Board if you are interested in having a child attend.
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Springtime Activity Ideas: A list by Kate Sanfilippo

· Take a walk around the yard and look for bugs, leaves, plants, birds, rocks, etc.

· Sandbox

· Garden (veggie or flower): dig, plant, pull weeds

· Ring around the Rosie

· Follow the leader

· Freeze tag

· Kick/throw a ball around

· T-ball

· Playground

· Make/fly kites

· Paint with mud on paper or sidewalk

· Look for signs of fairies/gnomes in woods and garden, or build houses for them

· Obstacle course

· Wash windows

· Mural with chalk

· Hopscotch

· Gather items and see if they float in a bucket of water

· Paint footprints

· Egg/ball/orange/fairy/etc hunt: just hide stuff and have them find it

· Identify trees/plants in the yard

· Turn the compost

· Treasure hunt: provide a map to start, then let them make maps for more hunts

· Make/fly paper airplanes

· Photography

· Paint what they see in the yard

· Pillowcase sack races

Springtime Snack Ideas:

· Veggie flowers: “glue” veggie pieces to tortilla with cream cheese

· Cold cucumber soup

· Ice cream

· Salad

· Veggies and dip

· Fruit and dip

· Solar cooking: heat up pancakes or melt cheese

· Veggie/fruit/cheese kabobs

· Make anything, just make it outside on the picnic table 

· Picnic snack: eat outside on blankets

Publicity
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