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February at a Glance
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6
Skating/Biking Party at Penn Skates

12, 13
Valentine’s Day Pancake Breakfast

19
Board Meeting, 6:30

21
COOPALOOZA!

Theme Weeks

2-6 
Winter

4-5
King Winter and Mrs. Thaw Tug of War

9-13
Loving Family and Friends 

23-37
Our bodies and how they work

February Birthdays 

13 Aubrey (5)

24            Duncan  (5)

Looking Ahead:

March 6-15
Spring Break



“In the beginning there was white . . . “ This from page one of the German book, Die wahre Geschichte von allen Farben (The True Story of All Colors) by Eva Heller as mentioned in last month’s newsletter. Fortunately after returning from holiday and school cancellation days, we had enough snow to provide a perfect backdrop for the introduction of our new “creative art” curriculum that we’ll play with for the next several months.    

Green Team enjoyed the story “Mooncake” in which a little brown bear who believes he has landed his rocket ship on the moon, tastes a mysterious white, cold delicacy.  The children were quick to catch on to this delightful story and at the end of two weeks were basically telling the story while I turned the pages of the book.  We experimented with different media using white on white – paint, paper, snow, Styrofoam, some spilled milk and more.

Black appeared early in the month and we took advantage of this to further explore the concepts of opposite and contrast.

Then red barged in. Bold, fast and loud, making quite an impression on white.  Our small red birds came from the snowy white table with fast wings and bright, loud chirping. When peaceful, calm blue floated by, red became annoyed and let it be known by bumping into blue. We listened to several classical music pieces to try to determine when red was entering the picture.  I was amazed at how quickly they were able to identify changes in the mood, tempo and tone of the music! 

To usher in the theme week of Castles and Fairytales, we used drama to demonstrate what happened when red bumped into blue.  At first silent, purple (violet) responded in a mannerly and rather noble way.  Donning capes and knights armor we journeyed to the royal land of enchantment as we read the “Princess and the Pea.”

Three new friends have joined the Green Team: Kamila, Leif and Aryan.  Each child speaks English as a second language.  They are adapting to the new surroundings and language immersion quite nicely and their Green Team peers have shown patience and friendship toward their new playmates. 

Getting dressed for outdoor play still takes a good amount of time but the children are showing progress in independent dressing skills.  After a brief “meeting” of the Friendship Circle on the blue rug, we head out for sledding and snow play.  We’ve had some beautiful sunny days outside.   

Our reading, music and color exploration continues as we greet February and our friends Groundhog, King Winter and Mrs. Thaw, Mother Holly and The Snow Maiden. Stay tuned!

Mrs. Lori
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It was really nice to be together after our long break.  The kids have grown smarter in the weeks they were home! I am impressed with how quickly they change, and how much they absorb. Although our reintegration was interrupted by snow days, it feels like we are back into a good rhythm again.

Our team is still using the calendar and counting days in our bank. Many kids are aware what day of the week it is now, which is delightful. Some count by tens quite comfortably. It seems like they are placing themselves in time, and enjoy counting down days to special events like birthdays and holidays.

The year started with our new color/art concentration. We started our little felted mice while we talked about white. The kids enjoyed the story of the blind men and the elephant as we pulled out fans and rope, tree trunks, ‘walls’ etc.  Our friend Aidan knew the story and was delighted to reveal the identity of the mystery animal. Red found us reading books on red and starting our wet on wet watercolor booklets.  The kids are painting using different primary colors as we read the storybook handwritten by our friend Denise Wheeler (alumni). We made a list of items that are red and then went on to blue. We are introducing yellow next and then the mixing begins! I plan on having us conduct a few color experiments to blend art with science and reading Hailstones and Halibut Bones, to connect it with poetry and literature. You will get the collection of watercolors once the story has been completed.  I plan on handing you a text of the book I am using to go with the paintings.

We will be finishing fairytales and castles this week with dictated stories of their own creation in their ‘castle books’. Our theme will culminate with a puppet show entitled The Star Maiden and a walk through the star kingdom where they will get a star wand to decorate and keep. We are looking toward the celebration of Ground Hog’s Day in February and the annual tug-of-war with Mrs. Thaw and King Winter.  More on that event in the next issue!

I want to take this time to reflect on the progress we have made as a community and as a class.  It feels really nice to see parents smiling and greeting each other like old friends, and to see kids faces light up as their schoolmates enter the room. Coop has proven itself once again to be a place where families and kids grow together!  If we committed to a mid-year conference at our fall conference, now is the time for us to meet. Hopefully everyone will schedule a spring conference, which focuses on kindergarten readiness, sometime in April.  ~Mrs. Kat
From our Co-Chairs
Hello Dear Friends, 

Hopefully you have noticed some great things happening at the Co-op!  For starters, we began our celebration and outreach efforts for the school's 60th Anniversary.  Thanks to all who were able to join us for the Reunion Potluck Dinner.  It was a fun kick-off to the year and the children enjoyed counting to sixty, singing Happy Birthday and eating cupcakes!  We also launched our beautiful new website, with a revamped logo and tagline, and we added quite a few new families to our co-op family.  A warm welcome to Leif, Aryan, Elle and Kamilla!

In the coming year we will continue to raise awareness in the community about our school, our wonderful teachers, the benefits of a play-based education for preschoolers and parental involvement by presenting the following events:

· February 21st at 1pm, the Cooperative Playschool presents “CO-OPALOOZA: Music, Magic and Fun” at the State Theatre.  Invite your family and friends to this event, which will feature some of our very own musically and magically talented families!

· On March 29th, at Schlow Library, our panel discussion on The Power of Play, will feature community and Penn State experts and our teachers in a discussion for parents of young children about the positive benefits of a play-based preschool curriculum.   

Looking ahead, we also need to plan for next year.  Are you and your child(ren) returning to the Co-op?  If so, please send your application to the Registrar ASAP.  You must register by February 15 to receive the lower tuition rate of $42/day/month.  After that, a higher rate of $45/day/month will take effect.

If you are returning, please consider taking a position on the Board next year.  Because we are a cooperative, it is essential that we have parents willing to shoulder the additional responsibilities involved in operating the school. It is a substantial commitment, but very worthwhile and the rewards outnumber the frustrating moments. 

As we look forward to spring, many of us are realizing (unbelievably!) that we need to begin preparations for kindergarten.  In March, the teachers will give us another opportunity for a Parent-Teacher conference. If your child is moving on, this is a good time to discuss your concerns and your child's readiness for this big step. 

And finally, we appreciate the time many of you took to complete the Mid-Year Evaluations.  We received great suggestions and feedback and are working on incorporating many of your ideas.  Thanks! 

Paulina & Angie 

Did You Hear About 

The School Rules?

Need a nap after your working day? Some of us may have had moments where it feels that things are getting out of control and need the teachers right there to help us – or, should I say “to save us”? We have creative, curious and smart kids at the Co-op that come from different backgrounds and experiences. The Parent Handbook includes a section called “Discipline Philo​sophy for parents and children that enables us to be consistent and offers simple guidelines. 

Here you can also find the rules for “Indoor Play” and “Outdoor Play.” And if there is something you don’t understand, ask your child! The kids know the Co-op rules better than us!

INDOOR PLAY

1.
Use kind and friendly words with each other.

2.
Listen to each other and your teacher.

3.
The Cooperative Playschool is a friendly school.  Play involving guns, knives or weapons is not permitted.

4.
“Good groups versus bad groups” or “girls only and boys only” games are discouraged. Children are actively encouraged to play cooperatively to win a game.

5.
Be respectful of people, toys, and school belongings.

6.
The hallway is to be used to access the three classrooms. Children may not gather or play in the hallway.

7.
Running is not permitted in the classrooms or hallway.

OUTDOOR PLAY

1.
Stay within the limits of the playground.

2.
Walk to and from the playground.

3.
Playing tag or chase may only be played in the open field next to the playground, and only with children who want to play that game.

4.
Only one child at a time is permitted to be on the slide. Children may not climb up the slide, but should access the slide by using the steps.

5.
Parent assistance is required on the monkey bars. All children need to go in the same direction.

Important Reminder 
Please, put labels on all your children’s 

winter clothes and boots. 

It is confusing for teachers and working parents 

and frustrating for kids when their clothes can’t be found. Among 3 pairs of blue mittens, most kids are not able to recognize their own and, and at the same time, they really want to wear their own special mittens that mommy sent from home! Please, help us do a smooth transition to the outside time.
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2009-2010 Registrations Now Due For Cheaper Tuition Rate!

Applications for the 2009-2010 school year are available on the bulletin board. Priority was given to currently enrolled and alumni children until January 31st and now new families are given priority through February 15. Currently enrolled and alumni children can still apply at any time, but after February 15, all applications are treated on an equal basis.

Before February 15

2 days/week $84

3 days/week $126

5 days/week $210

If enrollment takes place after February 15, tuition rates for 2009-2010 are as follows:

After February 15

2 days/week $90

3 days/week $135

5 days/week $225

Application packets and a drop-off envelope are on the bulletin board. Be sure to include your application form and the $50 application fee. If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Rockower or Vicki Loren.

Register NOW to avoid paying the higher tuition rate!

Fundraising Through Groceries
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Shop once. Earn twice.
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Remember, you can sign up for Giant and Weis Gift Cards in advance. The sign-up sheet is always on the bulletin board and you can fill in months’ worth of orders in advance. If you are ordering gift cards for March, please sign up by February 22.

Call For New Board Members 

In early March, the nominating committee will meet to consider potential board members for the 2008-2009 school year. If you are interested in becoming a board member, talk to a teacher or board member. 

Joining the board of directors is a great way to get involved in the school at a different level and it also counts as your committee work.

 All current Co-op families will elect the new board members at the Spring 2008 Parents’ Meeting (May 12). Descriptions of the board positions will be posted at school. Feel free to talk to any board member about their experience on the Board this year, and ask any questions you may have about serving on the boar
Board Meeting
The minutes of the January Board meeting are posted at school in the bulletin board.  Parents are always welcome to attend Board meetings. Please join us for the next meeting, February 19 at 6:30 PM at the Co-op.

Co-op Community

Homemade Valentines 

Making cards with preschoolers can be fun and simple.  Simple heart cut outs, glitter glue, some lace, stickers, cut up paper or cloth scraps will make beautiful, original valentines and will make the occasion more special and memorable.  Use special felt tipped markers to label the cards with friends’ names. Use this activity as a fun learning opportunity to identify similar letters and sounds in friends’ names.  Preschoolers are beginning to associate letters with their sounds.  Remind them that everyone’s name begins with a capital or uppercase letter of the alphabet.  Preschoolers can practice signing their own name (start making cards early so they can sign a few each day) or you can create a name stamp so they can stamp each card with their name.

COOPALOOZA! Get Your Tickets!

The Coop is putting on a show in honor of the 60th anniversary. Please join us on Saturday, February 21 at 1:00pm at the State Theatre for “Music, Magic and More!” Save the date if you haven’t already!

The Co-op will order and hand-deliver bulk tickets to all parents who drop off their completed order forms and checks in the designated envelope on the bulletin board.  Please remember to add any family and friends you want tickets for. Please be sure to note # adult and # child tickets desired.
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Family Outing to Penn Skates

Friday, Feb. 6 from 5:00-7:00pm 

Bring the kids and join your Co-op friends at Penn Skates, our local roller skating rink. Friday evenings are family friendly, so you don't have to worry about speeding teenagers or adults. Kids can even bring tricycles and small bikes with training wheels to ride on the skating floor if they don't want to skate (riding toys must have 3 

wheels or more). Admission is $6 per child, including skate rental, parents are free and skate free. The fee is required for any children who are old enough to play on the skating floor. The snack bar will be open.

An Evite will be sent out so respond and check out who else will be there?  If you have any questions contact Elizabeth Hay elizabethhay@windstream.net 

(814) 692-5295
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